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(Vrom tho Colmbinn Magazino for Deceiber, 17511)
TITCI'S OWN ACCOUNT OF IIIS STEAMBOAT.
70 'TIIE BDITOR OF TIIE COLUMBIAN MAGAZING.

Lhilaidelplia, Dee. 8th, 1780

Sir—
TIIE reason of my so long defering to givo you a description of the Stewnboat,
measure owing to the complication of the works, and an apprehension that a number of dralts would ho

s been in some

b But as I have nob

nocessary, in ovder to show tho powers of the machino as clenrly as you would vi
been able to hand you horewith such drafts, I can only givo you the general principles.—It is, in several
purts, similar to the lato improved steam-cngines in Trope, though there avo some alterntions—our cylinder
is to bo hovizontal, and the steam to work with cqual force at cach end. Tho modo by which wo obtain
(what T tako tho Jiberty of terming) a vacuum is, wo believe, entirely now ; us is also tho method of lotting
the water fnto it, and throwing it off against the atmosphero without any friction. It is expooted that tho
engine, which is a twelvo inch cylinder, will move with a clear foree of cleven or twelvo cwt. after tho
frictions are deducted ; this forco is to act against a wheel of cightcen inchos dinmeter. Tho piston is to
s alout forty evolutions. Tach evolu-

wmove about thrao feet, and cach vibration of the piston gives tho o
tion of the axis moves twelvo onrs or paddles five and a half foet, (which work perpond

cularly, and are
represented by the stroke of the paddle of a canoc.) As six of the paddles are raised from the water, six
more are entered, and the two sets of paddles make their strokes of about cleven feet in

ach evolution.

Tho eranks of the axis act upon tho paddles about one third of their length from the lower end, on which
part of tho oar the whale forco of tho a

is is applicd.  Our engine is placed in the boat about one-third

from the stem, and both the action and ves

tion turn tho wheel the sume way.
With the most perfect respect,

> T beg leave to subscribo myself your vory humblo sorvant,

JOIIN FITCIL

Si

(¥rom Titel's MSS. Autobiography in the Philadelphia Library.)

I mAvE given my country a most valuablo discovery on the 30th of August, 1783, for which T have
received no compensation, and I doubt not but common justice will induce them to do something for e,
especially when they can do it for the benefit of our cmpire. Auother inducoment which urges 1o to pur-
suo this scheme is, to put it out of the power of future generations to make excuses for tho preseut ono—
andif T should dic in penury, want, wretchedness, and rags, thut my country nny have no excuse, and
that T may have the seeret pleasure in the contemplation of recciving roal pity from fature gonerations.

Al which is hereby submitted to the Company, by
JOIIN FITCIL
25th Decem. 1790,
# Boo o anuexol plate.
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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTHO EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

Tem past has o charm for Americans, as well as for tho inhabitaats of countries whoso history
extonds fur into the shadowy and unknown; our carly and romantic past has the morit of boing known
and truly related; everything which adds to theso truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and
intelligent inquiror. Wo havo now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in tho light of
proservers of documents which would otherwise perish or bo dispersed; to few, comparatively, aro
their treasurcs revealed. Tt was suggested, therofore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individaals, should be grouped for tho amuscment
and instruction of tho presont and of future generations, who may woll know from printed aceounts
wha things were done, but who can also thus learn /ow they were done,

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have beon taken by compotent artists from the
originals of which hey purport to be fac-similes. Considerablo labor and trouble have beon oxpendad
in collecting together the varied materials horo presented; but it has been with tho Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public,and a fth edition boing
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will creato increased interest in tho
volume. 7. JAY SMITH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

#* Fully to understand the worl, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be found on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
roprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made.

Pumangiia, Octaber, 1860,
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PARTICULARS OF TUE MISCULANZA.

pink sille vibands, aud artifici

1flowers 5 and in the intermediate spaces were thirty-four branches with wax-

Tights, ornamented in w sini

v manner,

On the same foov were four drawing-rooms, with sid

~boards of rofreshments, decorated and lighted in
the same style snd taste s the ball-voow, The ball was opened by th knights and their Indies; and the

it

roeke

s continned G ten o'elock, when tho windows wero thrown open, and a magnifieent bouquot of
1 the fir ted
et exbibitions, displayed undev his direetion with the happicst success, and in the highost

g works,Theso w

Plumed by Capt. Mont

, tho clief engineer, and cons

of ety dif

syl f Deanty. Towards tho conclusion, tho interior part of the triumphal arch was Mluminated, amidst

an unintersnpted flight of roekets and busting of balloons.  Who military trophics on each sido nssumed a

oty of

Tho shell and flaming eart on tho wings set forth Chinese fountains, suc-
eveledd Dy fire-pots. Fame appeared at top, spangled with stars, and from her trampet blowing the following

i Tetters of Tight

devi Tes duturivrs sont immortels.—A sautewr of vockets, bursting from the pediment,

coneluded tho fo d'art

AL twely

apper was aumowneed, and Targe folding-doors, hitherto avtfully concealed, being suddenly
thraw apen, diseovered w mgnificent saloon of two hundred and ten fect by forty, and twenty-two foot in

eight, with theee aleoves on cach side, which served for side-boards.  The ceiling was the segment of a

i

Tey sl the siddes were painted of a Jight stenw-eolor, with vine leaves and festoon flowors, somo in a

gty some in o darkish greon, Fifty-six largo pio

Jasses, omumented with groen silk artificial fowers
et vibandi s o Tndred branehies with threo lights in cach, teimmed fu the same manner as the mirrors;

cighteen Tusters, each with (yenty-four Tights, snspended from the ceiling, and ornamontod as the branches;

three Tundred was taper e wlongg tho supper tables ; four hundred and thirty eovers, twelve lundrod

i

and bracclets, vanged in two lines,

for Black slayes, i oviontal dressos, with silver collur
ol approached tho saloon

and beding to the grownd ag the general and admi all these, forming together

the most Drilliant assenbluge of gay objeets, and appearing ab onco as wo entered by an easy duscent,
exhibited aeap d'oil hoyond des

Towards the end of supper, tho Herald of tho Blended Tose, in his bubit of coromony, attendod by his

tiou nngnifieont,

ety entered tho salaon, and proclimed die King's lealth, the queen, and voyal family, the arny and

seetive commanders, the knights and their Indies, tho ladics in general: cach of these
Alftor supper wo veturned to the ball-room, and continued to

vy, with their re
to

was followord by a oarish of mns
dance till fone o'clock.

Such, iy doar friond, s th deseription, thongh a very faint one, of the most splondid entertainment,
1 beliey ny to thei gouoral.  But what must bo more geateful to Sir W. Howe, is
the i6 was given. 1le goos from this placo to-morrow ; but, as T undorstand

iven by an o

and motives from w

¢ day or bwo with lis brother on hoard the Baglo at Billingsport, T shall not seal this

s to st

T e
Tetter L 1 s him depart from Philadelphin.

Sumday 24k Uam just veturned from conducting our beloved gonoral to the watorside, and have soon
Bitn recelve & moro flattoring testimony of tho love and attachment of Lis army than all the pomp and
aplendor of the Misehiunza could convey to him. I huvo seen the most gallant of our officors, and those
swhom © east suspected of giving such instances of thoir affection, shed tears whilo they bid him farewell,
of the Hessians, Knyphausen, was go moved, that Lo could not finish

Phe gallant and alfeotionate gener
w complinent e hogan to pay bim in bis own namo und that of his offeors who attended bim.  Sie onry

linton attended him to the whart, where Lord Towo reccived im into his burge, and they are both gono
down to Billingsport.  On my return, T saw nothing but dejected countenances. Adien, &o.





OEBPS/Images/image00028.jpeg
PARTICULARS OF THE MISCHIANZA.

6th Knight, Brigade-Major Tarlton, in honor of Miss W. Smith.—Squirc, Ensign Heart. Device. a Light
Dragoon ; motto, Sivift, Vigilant, and Bold.

After they had rode round the lists, and made their obeisance to the Iadies, they drew up fronting the
White Knights; and the chief of these having thrown down his gaunilet, the chief of the Black Knights
directed Lis esquire to take it up. The knights then received their lances from their esquires, fixed their
shields on their left amns, and maling a general salute to each other, by a very gracezul movement of their
lances, turned round to take their career, and encountering in full gallop, shivered their spears. In the
second and third encounter they discharged their pistols. In the fourth they fought with their swords. At
length the two chiefs, spurring forward into the centre, engaged furiously in single combat, 11 the marshal
of we field (Major Gwyne) rushed in between the chiefs, and declared that the Fair Damsels of the Blended
Rose and Buming Mountain were perfectly satisfied with the proofs of love, and the signal feats of valor,
given by their sespective knights; and commanded them, as they prized the future favors of their mistresses,
that they would instantly desist from further combat. Obedience being paid by the chiefs to this order,
they joined their respective bands. The Wlite Knights and their attendants filed off to the left, the Black
Knights to the xight; and, after passing each other at the lower side of the quudrangle, moved up alternately,
till they approached the pavilions of the ladics, when (hey gave a general salute.

A passage being now opened between the two pavilions, the knights, preceded by their squires and
the bands of music, rode through the fist triumphal arch, and aranged themselves 1o the right and left.
This arch was erected in honor of Lord Howe. It presented two fronts, in the Tusean order; the pediment
was adomed with yarious maval trophics, and at top was the figure of Neptune, with o trident in bis right
hand. In a niche, on cach side, stood a sailor with a drawn eutlass. Three plumes of feathers were placed
on the summit of each wing, and in the entablature was this inscription: Laus illi debetur, et alme gratia

major. The interval between the two arches was an avenue three hundred foet long, and thirty-four broad.
Tt was lined on cach side with a file of troops; and the colors of all the army, planted at proper distances
bad a beautiful eflect in diversifying the scene. Between these colors (e knights and squires took (he
stations. The bunds continued to play several picces of mari
procession, with the ldies in the Turkish habits in font; as these passed, they were saluted by their
kights, who then dismounted aud joined them ; and in this arder we were all conducted into a garden that
fronted the house, through the second trinmphal arch, dedicated o the general. 'This arch was also built in
the Tusean oxder. On the interior part of the pediment was painted a plume of feathers, and various mili-
tary trophies. At top stood the figure of Fame, and in the entablature this deviee,—1I, bone, quo virlus tua
tevocel; T pede fuusto. On the right hand pillar was placed a bomb-shell, and on the left n flaming heart.
The front next the house was adomed with preparations for a fire~work, From the garden we aseended a
Iight of steps covered with carpets, which led into a spacious hall; the pancls, painted in imitation of Sicuna
marble, enclosing festoons of white marble : the surbase, and all below, was black. Tn this hall, and in the
adjoining apartients, were prepared tea, lemonade, and other cooling Tiquors, to which the company scated
themselyes; during which time the knights came in, and on the knce received their favors from their
respective ladics. One of these rooms was afterwards appropriated for the use of the Pharaoh table; as you
entered it you saw, on a panel over the chimney, a cornucapia, exuberantly filled with flowers of the richest
colors ; over the door, as you went out, another represented itself, shrunk, reversed, and emptied.

From these apartments we were conducted up 10 @ ballroom, decorated in a light clegant style of
painting. The ground was a pale blue, panelled with a small gold bead, and in the inferior filled with
dropping festoons of flowers in. their natural colors. Below the surbase the ground was of rose-pink, witl
Jrapery festooned in blue. These decorations were heightened by eighty-five mirrors, decked with rosc-

wmusic. The company moved forward in
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PARTICULARS OF THE MISCHIANZA.

the Fanny armed ship, magnificently decorated, was placed at anchor, and at some distance ahead lay lus
majesty’s ship Roebuck, with the admiral’s flag hoisted at the fore-topmast head. The transpost ships
extending in a line the whole length of the town, appeared with colors flying, and erowded with spectators,
as were also the openings of the several wharves on shore, exbibiting the most picturesque and enlivening
scene the eye could desire. The rendezvous was at Knight’s wharf, at the northern extremity of the ey.
By half after four the whole company was embarked, and the signal bemg made by the Vigilunt’s manning
ship, the three divisions rowing slowly down, preserving {heir proper intervals, and kecping time to the
music that led the fleet. Arived between the Fanny and the market wharf, a signal was made from one
of the boats ahead, and the whole lay upon their oars, while the music played God save the king, and
three cheers given from the vessels were returned from the multitude on shore. By this time the {lood-tide
became too rapid for the galleys to advance ; they were therefore quitted, and the company disposed of in
different barges. This alteration broke in upon the order of procession, but was necessary to give sulli-
cient fime for displaying the enterlainment that was prepared on shore. ‘The Janding place was at the old
fort, a little to the southward of the town, fronting the building prepared for the reception of the company,
about four hundred yards from the water by a genile ascent. As soon as the general’y burge was seen to
push from the shore, a salute of seventecn guns was fired from the Rocbuck, and, afler some fnterval, by
into a line

the same number from the Vigilant. The company, as they disembarked, arranged themsely
of procession, and advanced {hrough an avenue fonned by two files of grenadiers, and a line of Tighthorse

supportiug each fle. This avenue led to a square lawn of one hundred and fifty yords on cach side, linedd
stoms and

with troops and properly prepared for the exhibition of a tilt and tournament, aceording Lo the
ordinances of ancient chivalry. We proceeded through the contre of the square. The musi
of all the bands of the army, moved in front. Uhe managers, with favors of blue and white sibunds in
tbeir breasts, followed next in order. The general, admiral, and the rest of the company proceeded pro-

iiscuously.

In front appeared the building, bounding the view through a vista formed by two triumphal are
erceted at proper intervals in a line with the Janding place. Two pavilions, with rows of benche
one above the ofher, and serving as the advanced wings of the first triumphal arch, reccived the ladics,

while the gentlemen arranged themselves in convenient order on cach side. On the front seat of cach
d in Turkish habits, and

pavilion were placed seven of the principal young ldies of the country, dres
wearing in thelr turbans the favors with which they meant to seward the several knights who were to contend
in their honor. These arrangements were scarce made when (he sound of trumpets was heard at a distance ;
anda band of lnights, dressed in ancient habits of white and red silk, and mounted on gray horses, vichly
caparisoned in trappings of the same colors, entered the lists, attended by thoir vsquires on foot, in suitable
appirel, in the following order i—four trumpeters, properly habited, {heir trumpets decorated with smill
pendent banners—a herald in his robe of ceremony; on bis tunic was (he device of kis bund, two roses
intertwined, with the motto, We droop when separated.

Lord Catheart, superbly mounted on a managed horse, appeared s chief of these lights two young
black slaves, with sashes and drawers of blue and white sill wearing large silver clasps round their necks
and anas, their breasts and shoulders bare, held his stimups. On bis right hand walked Capt. azard, and
on bis left Capt, Browalow, his two esquires, one bearng his lance, the other hus shield.

His device was Cupid riding on a lion, the motto, Surmounted by Love. ~Ilis lordship appeared in honor
of Miss Auchmuty.

Tien came in order the knights of his Land, each attended Ly his squire, beanng his lance and shieid.

1st Knight, Hon. Capt. Catheart, in honor of Miss N. White.—Squire, Capt. Peters. Device, a Hearl
and Sword ; motto Zove and Honor.
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